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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To all our Panorama Pet Partners: 

We wish you and your pets a peaceful and blessed 
holiday season. And, best wishes for a new year which 
should be an improvement over 2020. Hopefully, we can 
get back to our quarterly meetings and interesting pro-
grams very soon. In the meantime, I would encourage 
you to check out the link to the Wolf Haven tour, which 
was emailed to our membership by Cynthia Daniels, on 
November 11. We have been attempting to get a Wolf 
Haven program for the past three Pet Partner meetings, 
but have had to cancel each of them due to the Covid 
restrictions. So enjoy. No restrictions on watching the 

program online!  

https://youtu.be/LNkTvCRuVqM 

 

And, again, have a wonderful holiday season—and 
be sure to include your pets in the celebrations. They 

have done us good service through the past months! 

 

From your Pet Partners Board: 

Becky Johnson 

Edith Bryan 

Rich Friedman 

John Stern 

Cynthia Daniels 

Stacy Stratton 

Claire Creighton 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of December 2020, VP/Treasurer, Edith 
Bryan, reported a bank balance of  $3,157.07 

A Halloween parade of Panorama pets, to offer 
Quinault residents an opportunity to get in the spirit of Hal-
loween, was held on October 31. The parade route started 
in the parking lot by the screening entrance at Pan Hall  and 
proceeded around the Quinault, down Sleater-Kinney and 
into the C&R parking lot. It was great fun for the pets and 
their humans! 
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Most of us are aware that we 

share our community with coyotes, 

whose natural habitat abuts our 

area. 

This year, we have had two un-

fortunate instances, where a be-

loved pet was killed by a coyote. 

Our initial reaction might be to 

blame the coyotes, look at them as 

awful predators, and wish for their 

removal from our community. 

I love the saying, “be careful 

what you wish for, you may get it.” 

Whether you realize it or not, 

coyotes perform an important func-

tion, which makes our lives much 

more pleasant and, in some re-

spects, healthier. 

Coyotes’ main sources of food 

are rodents. Most of us love seeing 

the cute little bunnies in our yards, 

however, without a predator, we 

would be overrun. The same is true 

for rats, mice and all types of ro-

dents, and other wildlife. 

I am reminded of a  presenta-

tion at Wolf Haven, last year. I will 

share a brief summary of this story. 

 In Canada, it was decided that 

the wolves were killing off the cari-

bou and needed to be hunted or re-

moved. The impetus for this deci-

sion was probably largely from 

caribou hunters. Wolves actually 

focus on the frail or young caribou, 

rather than indiscriminately killing 

any caribou they run across. So, the 

wolves were killed or removed. 

The consequences from this 

were serious and unexpected. In an 

area lush with trees and vegetation, 

everything started dying. The trees 

were destroyed. The area became 

barren. Why? 

Caribou eat bark from the trees 

and the vegetation. They no longer 

had predators, so they increased in 

pointed ears, a slender muzzle, and a 
drooping bushy tail, the coyote often 
resembles a German Shepherd or 
Collie. Coyotes are usually a grayish 
brown with reddish tinges behind the 
ears and around the face but colora-
tion can vary from a silver-gray to 
black. The tail usually has a black tip. 
Eyes are yellow, rather than brown like 
many domestic dogs. Most adults 
weigh between 25-35 pounds, with a 
few larger individuals weighing up to 
42 pounds. 

Although coyotes can use any 
habitat, they typically prefer open ar-
eas, such as the prairie and desert. 
Current research is dedicated to un-
derstanding coyote habitat selection 
within urban areas, in order to under-
stand if coyotes benefit from human-
associated developments or if they are 
merely occurring in human-populated 
areas due to increased sprawl and 
fragmentation. 

In urban areas, coyotes prefer 
wooded patches and shrubbery, which 
provides shelter to hide from people. 
Our research has found that, within the 
urban matrix, coyotes will avoid resi-
dential, commercial, and industrial 
areas, but will use any remaining habi-
tat fragments. 

 
Diet 

 
Some people believe that urban 

coyotes primarily eat garbage and 
pets. Although coyotes are predators, 
they are also opportunistic feeders and 
shift their diets to take advantage of 
the most available prey. Coyotes are 
generally scavengers and predators of 
small prey, but can shift to large prey 
occasionally. Researcher Paul Morey 
analyzed scat (fecal matter) contents 
at different locations within our study 
area. After investigating 1.429 g scats,          
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numbers and ravaged the flora in 

the area. Finally, they realized 

the wolves performed a function 

and started reintroducing them to 

the area and the area started to 

slowly recover. 

In the unfortunate instances 

where two of our pets were killed, 

the coyotes were doing what 

coyotes do. They don’t distin-

guish between a rodent or an un-

attended pet. 

A pet enclosure provides a 

safer place for a pet, but is not a 

100 percent guarantee. However, 

a pet allowed out, unattended, 

even for a short period of time, is 

at a serious risk. 

With all this in mind, Pet 

Partners has decided to provide 

some information and education 

about coyotes, to give us all an 

understanding of who coyotes are 

and how to live with them in an 

urban setting. 

The following information is 

from the Urban Coyote Research 

Study. Much of the research for 

this study took place in Chicago. 

 

Cynthia Daniels 

General Information 
 

The coyote is a medium-sized 
member of the dog family that in-
cludes wolves and foxes. With 
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pairs have only been broken upon 
the death of one of the pair. There-
fore, a number of pairs have main-
tained bonds for multiple years. In 
April, after 62 to 65-day gestation 
period, the female will begin look-
ing for existing dens or dig one 
herself. 

The Den:  Pup season is the 
only time coyotes will voluntarily 
use a den; otherwise, coyotes usu-
ally sleep above ground in the open 
or in cover. Dens may consist of a 
hollowed-out tree stump, rock out-
crop, or existing burrow made by 
raccoons, skunks or other medium-
sized carnivores. Coyotes will also 
build dens from scratch by digging 
a hole. They usually prefer some 
protective cover at the den, such as 
bushes or trees, and some type of 
slope for drainage. It is not uncom-
mon for mothers to move their 
young from den to den to keep 
them protected or to re-use the 
same den in multiple years. Some 
coyotes select secluded areas for 
their dens, whereas others in more 
urbanized areas have less selec-
tion and may use dens near build-
ings or roads or even in parking 
lots. 

The litter:  Litter sizes often 
range from four to seven pups, 
though some litters can be bigger 
and some smaller. The largest 
litter found during this study held 
11 pups in one den. Coyotes have 
the ability to adjust their litter sizes 
based on food abundance and 
population density. While it is diffi-
cult to get reliable estimates of 
litter sizes in urban areas, best 
estimates suggest that litter sizes 
are larger than average, indicating 
abundant food supply. Pups stay 
in the den for about six weeks and 
then begin traveling short dis-
tances with adults. By the end of 
summer, pups are spending some 
time away from parents and at-
tempting to hunt on their own or 
with siblings. 

 
Life expectancy 

 
In captivity, coyotes can live 

13 to 15 years but in the wild, 
most die before they reach three 
years of age. The oldest con-
firmed wild coyote so far in this 
research was an eleven-year-old 
female, Coyote 1 in this study, we 
found that coyotes in the Chicago 
area generally have a 60% 
chance of surviving one year. 
Many pups die from a variety of 
causes during their first few ven-
tures away from their homes. Sur-
vival is fairly consistent among 
seasons, even during the winter. 
Survival rates of adult coyotes in 
the Chicago metropolitan area are 
similar to estimates for coyotes 
living in rural Illinois. However, the 
survival rates of juvenile coyotes 
in Cook County are approximately 
five times higher than the 13% 
survival rate reported for rural 
juvenile coyotes. Rural Illinois is 
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he found that diet items varied 
across space and time, which re-
flects the flexible food habits of 
coyotes. 

The most common food items 
were small rodents (42%), fruit 
(23%), deer (2%), and rabbit (18%). 
(Scats often have more than one 
diet item; therefore, frequencies do 
not necessarily add up to 100%.) 
Apparently, the majority of coyotes 
in our study area do not, in fact, rely 
on pets or garbage for their diets. 

Another way coyote diets can 
be determined is by performing ne-
cropsies (like autopsies in people) of 
deceased coyotes. These are either 
study animals that died or road-killed 
animals that are found; even though 
they are dead, these coyotes still 
provide a wealth of knowledge about 
their lives. For diet analysis, the 
stomach and intestinal tract are in-
vestigated to classify and quantify 
contents. The diet results found by 
Morey is often mimicked by what is 
found through the necropsy. Ro-
dents are nearly always present in 
the diet, with a mixture of the other 
items depending on the season. 
Stomach contents may provide the 
most exact picture of what a coyote 
is eating because it is not yet di-
gested and still identifiable. While 
this only shows the most recent 
meal of any animal, when compared 
to many other mortalities, results are 
consistent. 

 
Breeding 

 
Mating and Gestation:  Coyotes 

typically mate in February; however, 
only the alpha pair in a pack will 
mate and subordinates will usually 
help raise the young. Coyotes ap-
pear to be strongly monogamous 
and so far, bonds between alpha 
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dominated by row-crop agriculture and 
hunting of coyotes occurs year-round 
without any regulatory constraints, such 
as bag limits. Given this intensive hunt-
ing and trapping pressure found in rural 
Illinois, coyote vulnerability is magnified 
during parts of the year in which sub-
stantial cover/shelter (e.g., agricultural 
crops) is lost due to crop harvesting. 
Large metropolitan areas, on the other 
hand, provide more year-round protec-
tion since there is no seasonal loss of 
habitat via crop harvesting and a lack of 
intensive hunting pressure. 

By far, the most common cause of 
death for urban coyotes has been colli-
sions with vehicles (40 to 70% of deaths 
each year). Given the large areas trav-
ersed by coyotes and the number of 
roads regularly crossed during their ac-
tivities, this is not surprising. Some of 
the roads crossed by coyotes in this 
study have average traffic volumes of 
more than 100,000 vehicles every 24 
hours. Other causes of death have in-
cluded shootings and malnutrition; dis-
ease is primarily due to mange; and 
sometimes the death is just too compli-
cated to determine a reason. Few coyo-
tes make it through their full potential life 
spans, unlike Coyote 1, who died of 
natural causes despite existing in a 
heavily urbanized area. 

 
Coyote Social Life 

 
Coyotes typically have a highly or-

ganized social system, even in urban 
areas. This consists of packs, or groups, 
of coyotes that defend territories from 
other coyotes. In Cook County, coyotes 
have been identified as living in packs 
as well as traveling along (solitary coyo-
tes). Packs are usually composed of an 
alpha male and female pair, and a few 
other coyotes. Genetic analysis of coyo-
tes has revealed that nearly all pack 
mates are close relatives except for the 
alpha pair. 

Defending territories:  Observations 
(during tracking, helicopter flights, and 

trapping) have revealed that the coyo-
tes in this study maintain their territo-
ries as groups. Group size in protected 
habitats is typically five to six adults in 
addition to pups born that year. Territo-
ries have very little overlap, so the 
coyotes defend these areas from other 
groups. In rural areas, especially where 
hunting and trapping are common, the 
group may only consist of the alpha 
pair and the pups. 

Hunting and Travel:  Although 
coyotes live in family groups, they usu-
ally travel and hunt alone, or in loose 
pairs. In this way, they are different 
from wolves, which sometimes leads to 
the impression that coyotes do not form 
packs since they are usually seen 
alone. 

Solitary coyotes:  In addition to 
resident packs, the urban population 
also consists of solitary coyotes that 
have left packs and are looking to join 
groups or create their own territories. 
Between one-third and one-half of the 
coyotes studied each year are solitary 
animals. They can be either males or 
females and are usually young coyotes 
(six months to two years old) but can 
also be older individuals who have left 
packs. Solitary coyotes travel over 
large areas, up to 60 square miles cov-
ering many different municipalities; 
some coyotes may even disperse to 
different states. These animals must 
travel between and through, resident 
coyote territories. 

If a coyote is seen running across 
a field, it is impossible to know if it is a 
solitary coyote or a member of a pack 
from that sighting. 

 
So what do we need to do to 

live with and prevent conflicts with 

the coyotes in our community? The 

study provides tips. Most of this we 

have been told, but it is worth re-

stating. 

1. Do not feed coyotes. Leaving out 
food for coyotes or other animals 
only attracts them more. Did you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

know large bird feeders attract 
coyotes, as the seeds that fall 
to the ground are consumed by 
multiple wildlife species, and 
make easy meals for the coyo-
tes? Leaving food outside in 
areas of high human activity 
may lure coyotes into human 
settlements, teaching them to 
associate humans or human-
areas with easy meals and may 
even lead to their habituation, 
leading them to lose fear of 
humans, become bolder and 
more aggressive towards peo-
ple. 

2. Do not let pets run loose. 
3. Do not run from a coyote. Make 

lots of noise, yell and wave 
your arms. 

4. Repellents or fencing may help. 
5. Keep your pets on a leash and 

under your control. Coyotes 
are fast and a lapse in your 
control of your pet could end 
badly. 

6. Report aggressive or fearless 
coyotes. 

7. Most conflicts are related to 
feeding coyotes, either inten-
tionally or inadvertently. Any 
type of coyote feeding should 
be discouraged, including re-
moving all easy food sources 
from residential areas. 

8. Individual actions to prevent 
conflicts with coyotes are most 
effective when coordinated 
across a community. 

9. Relocation does not reduce the 
population because, like re-
moval, a new coyote will 
quickly replace the relocated 
one. Relocation is also stressful 
on animals, as they must fight 
for new territories and seek out 
new sources of food, shelter 
and safe places to breed—
many relocated coyotes die 
within a few days of release. 

ABOUT URBAN COYOTES 
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Most of us know someone 

with epilepsy and quite a few of 

us may have epilepsy. 

In the past, we have dis-

cussed many types of service 

dogs, and seizure dogs provide 

an important service. 

 
Where did the idea of a dog help-
ing a person having a seizure 
begin? 

The idea that dogs may be able 
to respond to a seizure or warn 
someone before a seizure, has be-
come more popular in recent years. 
The idea started when people with 
epilepsy reported a change in their 
pet dog’s behavior when they were 
having a seizure. People shared 
that their dog would bark or find 
someone to help when a seizure 
happened. Some people even de-
scribed changes in their dog’s be-
havior that would happen before a 
seizure started. 

 
Is there a difference between ser-
vice dogs and seizure dogs? 

 Seizure dogs that are specifi-
cally trained to help someone who 
is having a seizure are a type of 
service dog. Other words to de-
scribe these animals include: 

 Seizure alert dogs 

 Seizure response dogs 

 Seizure assistance dogs 

 Seizure dogs 
Over time, two types of spe-

cially trained service dogs have 
been most commonly described. 

 
Seizure Response Dog 

This type of dog is trained to 
perform specific behaviors during or 
after a seizure. This might include 
barking to alert family members 
when someone is having a seizure 
or activating a call system. Other 
dogs may learn to lie next to the 
person having a seizure to comfort 

or protect them. 
 

Seizure Alert Dog 
This type of dog may demonstrate 

specific behaviors before a seizure. 
These behaviors may imply that a sei-
zure alert dog can anticipate a person’s 
seizures. While it is true that some 
dogs seem to be able to sense their 
owner’s seizures before they start, this 
is rare and more research is needed to 
understand an verify what is happen-
ing. 

 
Is there evidence to support a 
trained seizure dog can help? 

At this time, there is no strong sci-
entific evidence about the ability of a 
dog to predict or respond to seizures. 
However, similar to service dogs 
trained for people with other disabilities, 
it is possible to train a dog to respond 
to many different types of events. 
There is some scientific evidence that 
dogs can sense the emotions of the 
people they live with. 

It is possible to train a dog to re-
spond to almost anything. However, 
larger, well-planned studies need to be 
done for there to be scientific evidence 
to support this ability or observation. 
Unfortunately, that level of information 
about seizure dogs is not available at 
this time. 

A small recent study, suggested 
that dogs can be trained to recognize a 
scent that may occur with a seizure: 
We know that dogs have incredible 
sensory abilities. More research may 
help show how those sensing skills can 
reliably benefit people with different 
medical conditions, including epilepsy. 

We look forward to chemical analy-
ses that will identify the nature of these 
odors and to robust, randomized, con-
trolled trials demonstrating that dogs 
can be trained to use this ability in a 
way that improves the quality of life of 
people with epilepsy. 

Even if a dog cannot predict a sei-

zure, they can provide valuable 
companionship, support and 
emotional benefit. This can be a 
major benefit to people who have 
epilepsy or other chronic illness. 

 
Can my pet be trained as a sei-
zure dog? 

Most dogs do not have the 
natural ability or temperament to 
be a service dog or a seizure dog. 
There are some anecdotal reports 
that family pets may learn to re-
spond or alert to seizures before 
or after they occur. However, 
there have been no strong scien-
tific studies done that look at EEG 
(electroencephalogram) changes 
and the accuracy of a dog’s re-
sponses. Many different breeds of 
dogs can be trained as service 
dogs, but not all. 

 
Are seizure dogs allowed in 
public places? 

U.S. government agencies, 
businesses and nonprofit groups 
that serve the public must allow 
service animals to accompany 
their partners. Exceptions may 
include when a public area needs 
to be kept sterile for safety or 
medical reasons. Staff in public 
places can ask what service your 
dog provides. You do not have to 
provide any written documenta-
tion. Service dogs are their part-
ners should be treated the same 
way anyone else in a public set-
ting is treated—with respect, 
courtesy and kindness. Service 
dog owners have a responsibility 
to the public as well If you have a 
service dog, it is your responsibil-
ity to make sure they are under 
control and house broken. State 
laws will vary and you should be 
familiar with laws in your state. 
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learn more about epilepsy, new 
therapies, and supports in our com-
munity. We decided to pursue a 
service dog for Allison after learn-
ing about seizure dogs at one of 
these conferences. We have al-
ways looked for ways for Allison to 
be independent, despite frequent 
seizures. Allison and the rest of our 
family felt the reassurance of a 
seizure dog might be really helpful 
in this regard. 

 
What was the process to obtain 
a seizure dog like? 

We researched to find the best 
possible seizure dog organization 
and training facility near us. We 
began talking directly with them 
and the application process fol-
lowed. The process is a long proc-
ess! We reviewed the costs and the 
commitment and also discussed it 
with our epilepsy caregivers. 

The organization where we 
obtained our seizure dog, Tasha, 
had very strict and specific guide-
lines around training seizure dogs 
and also training individuals and 
families to take on the responsibility 
of a seizure dog. We learned how 
dog trainers work to match the per-
sonalities of the dogs with their 
future owners to ensure the best 
possible match.  

 
Can you share more about par-
ticipating in the training proc-
ess? 

Tasha had two years of train-
ing before meeting us. The first 
year, Tasha was trained to be a 
good puppy, learning all the basic 
skills and routines any puppy might 
learn. During the second year, Ta-
sha progressed to learning the 
skills for seizure dog training. Even 
before we met Tasha, the trainers 
asked us to send a T-shirt of Alli-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

son’s that she had been wearing at 
the time of a seizure. This was an 
important part of Tasha’s training, 
linking her with Allison even before 
they met. 

(Allison) Our in-person training 
was 3 weeks long. Both my mom and 
I attended the training, which was 
intense. It included having Tasha by 
my side at all times and taking Tasha 
out into real world situation with us. 
For example, part of the training in-
cluded things like my taking Tasha 
on a walk in a park and on a shop-
ping trip. It also included training at 
the facility where Tasha leaned how 
to recognize and respond to my sei-
zures. I also learned how to groom 
Tasha, including caring for her coat, 
clipping her nails and cleaning her 
teeth. This 3-week, around-the-clock 
training helped Tasha and I form a 
bond and allowed Tasha to learn 
what my seizures were like.” 

(Carol) We knew when we 
brought Tasha home that this was 
the right decision for our family, and 
we felt well-prepared for what to ex-
pect from a seizure dog. 

 
What kind of follow-up did you 
have after the initial 3 weeks of 
training? 

(Carol) After bringing Tasha 
home, we still had regular follow-up 
with the training facility twice a year. 
They checked on how Tasha was 
doing with performing her duties as a 
seizure dog. They also wanted to see 
how she and Allison were bonding. 
Our family was responsible for regu-
lar visits to the vet….These follow-up 
visits were very reassuring to Allison 
and our family. We wanted to give 
Tasha the best care possible. Now, 
at almost 15, Tasha is retired from 
her active seizure dog status. While 
we are fortunate she is still able to 
alert and respond to Allison’s sei-

INTERVIEW WITH ALLISON AND TASHA 
 

Allison is a resilient young woman 
who has lived with epilepsy since the 
age of six. She has undergone multiple 
medical and surgical treatments to 
help control her seizures. Thirteen 
years ago, Allison and her family wel-
comed their lovely black Labrador Re-
triever, Tasha, into their lives and their 
home. Tasha is Allison’s seizure dog 
and has been her constant companion 
for the past 13 years. 

Allison’s mom, Carol, has experi-
enced firsthand the benefits of a sei-
zure dog can bring to a family. She 
also shares with us the awesome re-
sponsibility and commitment it takes to 
care for a seizure dog. Carol is chair-
man-elect of the Board of Directors at 
the Epilepsy Foundation of Eastern 
Pennsylvania. For two decades, she 
has been a steadfast supporter and 
advocate for every person and every 
family facing the challenges that epi-
lepsy brings. 
 
How did you learn about seizure 
dogs? 

(Allison’s mother, Carol, shared 
Allison’s story.) Allison’s seizures be-
gan at age 6. She has received treat-
ment with multiple medications and 
has had five surgeries. Unfortunately, 
she still has frequent seizures, often 
dozens each day. We regularly attend 
conferences that the Epilepsy Founda-
tion of Eastern Pennsylvania hosts to 

SEIZURE DOGS 

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION 
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zures, she no longer has the same pub-
lic privileges as an active service dog. 

 
Can you describe how Tasha has 
played a role in keeping Allison safe 
and comforting Allison after a sei-
zure? 

(Carol) Tasha has been able to pro-
vide Allison or one of us with a warning 
before we notice a seizure is happening. 
She has also been able to come and 
alert one of our family members if Allison 
is having a seizure. Allison has three 
different types of seizures and Tasha 
has been able to reliably alert us when 
Allison has a generalized tonic-clonic or 
focal impaired awareness seizures. The 
third type of seizure, tonic seizures 
(sometimes call drop seizures), happen 
so quickly it is not possible for Tasha to 
alert us before she falls. 

Tasha was also trained to bring 
medication or a phone to Allison before 
she had a seizure , or to us if Allison 
was having a seizure, so that we could 
give a rescue medication or call for fur-
ther help. Tasha has provided this help 
consistently during the daytime, but has 
not been as reliable at night. She does 
sleep with Allison, but we have not relied 
on her for night time alerts. However, if 
Allison does have a bigger seizure with 
vocalizations during the night, Tasha 
does respond. Through the years, we 
have also consistently used a monitor to 
help make us aware of seizures Allison 
has during sleep. 

(Allison) Tasha will come up to me 
and nuzzle me or rub my leg, or she will 
give me a stare that lets me know I 
should sit down because a seizure is 
about to happen. This is a big help be-
cause often I fall with my seizures. Ta-
sha is also a great comfort to me after a 
seizure, staying by my side and being 
affectionate. She has also been a real 
comfort at times when I needed to have 
tests done or spend time in the hospital 
for my seizures. Tasha would stay with 
me in the hospital room and was so 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

quiet and calm that sometimes the 
doctors would not even realize she 
was there! 

(Carol) What we have learned 
over time, meeting with other families 
with seizure dogs, is that every ex-
perience with a seizure dog is differ-
ent. No two situations are the same. 
The joy and companionship that 
comes with a seizure dog is consis-
tent. The ability to alert and respond 
to different types of seizures is very 
individual. 

Tasha ahs been a godsend. She 
is a sweet natured dog, wonderful 
companion, and has brought the 
whole world to Allison. 

 
How has Tasha played a role in 
Allison’s independence? 

(Carol) Tasha has provided a 
sense of security to both Allison and 
the rest of our family. Allison contin-
ues to have very frequent daily sei-
zures. Having Tasha by Allison’s side 
allows Allison to be in a different 
room in the house or out in the yard 
without one of us. We know that Ta-
sha can alert us if Allison is having a 
seizure. We all feel an extra sense of 
security if Allison goes to spend time 
with a friend with Tasha. We know 
Tasha will let Allison or someone 
else know if a seizure occurs. 

(Allison) Tasha is such a great 
companion, giving me more freedom 
to get to go out and see friends, 
knowing I can do things with her by 
my side. I know having Tasha with 
me comforts my whole family. 

(Carol) A seizure dog can bring 
both reassurance and joy. Under-
standing that the benefits of a sei-
zure dog only come if you are com-
mitted to the long-term training and 
care of a seizure dog is key to suc-
cess. You must realize that every 
time you go out in the public with 
your seizure dog, you are an ambas-
sador for all service dogs. 

 

SEIZURE DOGS 

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION 

 Having a cat brings the same 
positive effects as dogs. These pets 
can be equally beneficial to a person’s 
health. Experts have proven that cat 
owners are less likely to have a health 
emergency, such as a heart attack, 
with their feline companion around and 
cats have also been proven to help 
alleviate sleeping disorders, high blood 

pressure and other health problems 

But can cats be trained to work just 
like service dogs do? Are they ex-
tended the same adjustments as ser-

vice e dogs? 

The law on service  animals has 
been established for years and recog-
nizes dogs as the most common pro-
vider. The provisions in the 2008 ADA 
stated, “The term service animal in-
cludes individually trained animals that 
do work or perform tasks for the benefit 
of individuals with disabilities, including 
psychiatric, cognitive and mental dis-
abilities….Animals whose sole function 
is to provide emotional support, com-
fort, therapy, companionship, therapeu-
tic benefits, or to promote emotional 

well-being are not service animals.” 

However, on March 15, 2011, the 
ADA amended this provision to certify 
that dogs are the only recognized ser-
vice animals so as to prevent confu-
sions from the public. So, where does 

this leave cats? 

No, cats can qualify as emotional 
support animals if you have a doctor 
write a letter for an emotional support 
animal. Emotional support animals can 
fly in the cabin or an aircraft and can 
live in “no pets” apartments, but they do 
not have the same level of access as 
service animals and cannot be taken 
everywhere service dogs are allowed. 
In this case, cats cannot be extended 
the same acknowledgement as service 

dogs. 

CATS: SERVICE ANIMALS? 
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Twelve years ago, I betrayed my 
husband, It was the best decision I 

ever made. 

The betrayal came in the form of 
a 12-pound fluff ball named Tank. I 
got the dog in defiance of my hus-
band’s declaration that our family was 
not getting a dog — not then, not 
ever. I adopted Tank behind my hus-
band’s back, enlisting our daughters, 
then 11 and 13, as co-conspirators. 
Tank arrived, and I wrote at the time, 
as a pet accompli, too late for my 

husband to do anything about it. 

“I can’t believe you did this,” he 
said, (except for the expletive I have 
deleted) when he came home late 
from work to discover our newest 
family member. It took about 10 min-
utes, and as many face licks for John 

to fall in love. 

The rest of us already had, which 
was the point: Tank joined our family 
at a time when our lives were too 
chaotic to accommodate a dog but 
too stressed to be without one. None 
of us had ever had a dog before, but 
we understood, intuitively, that we 
needed the unconditional love that 

only a dog can provide. 

Tank over-performed. At mo-
ments when our family was under 
stress, the one thing we could always 
agree on was that Tank was the best, 
the cutest dog ever. When we were in 
a better place, he remained at the 
center of our family unit, no matter 
how many shoes he destroyed. 
“Huggee!” we would yell, embracing, 
and Tank would come running to join. 

With him, we were a pack. 

We lost Tank in the wee hours of 
a Saturday morning — suddenly, 
unexpectedly, tragically. We stood 
outside the animal hospital, unable to 
enter because of Covid-19, holding 

case count.” Nice. Sorry to disap-

point. 

I took to Twitter again, in the 
hours after Tank’s death, to share my 
grief. The platform that can be so ugly 
and so hate-filled responded this 
time, with overwhelming love. From 
people I knew, from strangers, offer-
ing condolences and sharing their 
own sad experiences. It was an enor-
mous, unexpected comfort. We 
looked at the pet pictures they posted 
and read the stories they shared of 

their own dogs passing, and wept. 

What does it say that an audi-
ence that can be so cruel and ugly 
can be so generous and compassion-
ate? The more cynical interpretation 
is that we are a country that tends to 
care more about pets than people, 
and there is some unfortunate truth to 
that. I have a reporter friend who, 
many years ago, wrote a Christmas 
Day story about homeless people 
living under a bridge with their dogs. 
His voice mail was filled with offers to 
help—from people wanting to adopt 

the dogs. 

But I think our capacity to love 
our pets speaks to a better side of 
human nature. Perhaps it takes a 
nonhuman to bring out the humanity 
in us, but that spark is still present. It 
requires careful kindling by leaders 
who summon our better angels; it can 
be snuffed out by those who fan the 

flames of hatred and discord. 

We are Rest Stop Twitter, angry 
and vindictive, but we are also Tank 
Twitter, full of boundless affection, 
even for strangers. Tank didn’t see 
either—he saw humans to love, even 
if part of their attraction was that they 
might have treats.  If he could, Tank 
would lick all your faces. Every last 

one. 

one another and sobbing until we could 
say goodbye to our boy in the makeshift 
space in the parking garage. There is 
so much sadness in the world right now; 
there are so many worse and more con-
sequential stories, and yet we are shat-
tered. What we wouldn’t do to slip him 

one last morsel from the dinner table. 

The reason I am writing is not 
Tank’s death but its aftermath. In the 
strain of the pandemic, in the heat of 
police shootings, the social fabric is 
fraying. You can hear it rip. If there was 
a communication, “we’ll-get-through-this
-together” ethos at the start of the lock-
downs, it has been replaced by a “my-
way” mentality. Thanks to President 
Trump, mask-wearing has become po-
litical statement, not social responsibil-

ity. 

We spent the summer in Wyoming, 
and driving home across the country 
(Tank was never happier than when 
ensconced in the car for long stretches 
with his people), we encountered in-
stance after instance-at the hotel in 
North Dakota, the restaurant in Minne-
sota where we stopped for takeout, the 
rest stop in Indiana—of behavior that 
was not only irresponsible but aggres-
sively so.  When I asked a man at the 
rest stop—a rest stop whose doors pro-
claimed “Masks Required”—to wear a 
mask, he said I was free to do so for my 
health, but he chose not to. And when I 
pointed out that, actually, his mask-
wearing protected me, and vice versa, it 
didn’t take long for him to start yelling 
about Joe Biden. I know, stupid, fool-

hardy me, to try and engage. 

And, when I tweeted about my ex-
periences, the reaction was not exactly 
charitable. “Ruth apparently didn’t even 
end up testing positive after her trip,” 
wrote one person. “Too bad that she 
didn’t at least manage to add to the 

My Dog Tank—A Precious Creature that Saw No Dividing Lines 

Ruth Marcus, Deputy Editorial Page Director “Washington Post” 
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Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the 
reader board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown 
from its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.   
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Richard Friedman rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate 
your interest.  Thank you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several 
years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Rich Kalman     5554 
Marsha Majors            5697 
Emily Ray                   5739 
Rudy Ressler              5734 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mike Willis     5336 

LaceyDogWalkers.com  

Walkies!  
Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Karen Romanelli    5671 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

 

 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Walkies! Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Dog Sitting 

Jan Gilmore                5755 
Rich Kalman                5554 
Mary McAfee               5410  

In-Home Pet Sitting 

 Emily Dixon,360-870-2889 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

Mika Bush 
Peppy Flaherty 

mailto:maurie@melaufer.com
http://www.laceydogwalkers.com/
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  

Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 

 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 

Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  

Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 
 

ThePetWorks.net 

407 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-489-0134 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 

MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-

Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

Chambers Prairie Animal 
Hospital 
3100 Yelm Highway 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-491-3800 
 
SVSvets.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

 

SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 

Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-

pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

 

YourHousecallVet.net 

3209 Harrison Ave NW #175 
Olympia, WA 98502 
360-786-6536 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 

Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 

Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

FidosFarm.com 

9829 Evergreen Valley Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-866-8347 

 

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 

LeadMeOn.com 

7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 

Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 

Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 

Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 

ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.PetAdvisor.com 

www.DogFooAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.VetStreet.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.fidosfarm.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.petadvisor.com
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a 
venue for residents to exchange information 
regarding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) avail-
able veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sit-
ting, dog walkers, trainers and pet supply 
stores.  Additionally, PPP manages the off-
leash dog parks and develops new programs 
benefiting a majority of pets and their owners.   

 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


